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Gambling & Problem Gambling in Canada

In Canada gambling operates exclusively under the control of the provincial and territorial
governments.

In 2005, the national average spent on all government-run gambling (less winnings) was
$513.00. 1

In 2006, net revenue from government-run lotteries, video lottery terminals (electronic gaming
machines that allow betting through a video game; VLTs) and casinos was $13.3 billion
compared to $2.7 billion in 1992.1

In 2006, 40,000 Canadians were employed in the gaming industry compared to 11,000 in
1992.1

Spending on gambling in Canada is larger than the magazine, book, spectator sport, movie
theatre and performing arts industries combined. 2

2.5%-3.5% of adult Canadians are moderate risk gamblers or are affected by problem
gambling. 3

Manitoba and Saskatchewan have the highest prevalence of gambling problems while Quebec
and New Brunswick have the lowest prevalence rates. 4

In 2005, Canada had over 40,000 total gaming venues and over 96,000 games. 3

In 2005, roughly 29,262 charitable licenses were issued across the country. 3

For more province-specific gambling and problem gambling information, click here.
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