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For Masters and PhD students pursuing
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OVERVIEW

The multidisciplinary field of gambling research has grown steadily in Nova Scotia over the past decade.  In keeping with its commitment to build capacity in the research community, the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation is pleased to support students enrolled in Masters and PhD programs in the Province of Nova Scotia with fellowships of up to $5,000.00 to conduct research on problem gambling.  PhD students may also apply for a second year renewal of up to $5,000 with their initial proposal; continued funding would be contingent on their progress and research accomplishments in the first year.   
Vision

Individuals, families and communities free from gambling harm.
Mission

To make positive changes in the lives of individuals, families and communities affected by problem gambling.

The Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation (NSGF) is a not-for profit, arms-length government organization.  The Foundation operates through a volunteer Board of Directors that is appointed by, and accountable to, the Minister of the Department of Health Promotion and Protection.  

The Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation is guided by three strategic priorities:

· Building Capacity to Make a Difference 

· Informing Balanced Dialogue on Gambling Problems 

· Mitigating or Reducing the Undesirable Effects of Gambling 

We encourage and support an independent response to problem gambling in Nova Scotia.  This is accomplished, in part, by providing funding to community groups and researchers to help identify the complex set of factors that lead to problem gambling and address the consequences of problem gambling.  Eligible projects will provide a unique contribution to the body of knowledge in the field of problem gambling and/or will hold the potential to assist problem gamblers, their families, and communities through gambling prevention, education, treatment, remedial intervention and building the capacity to conduct problem gambling research in the province.
OBJECTIVE
The purpose of the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation Gambling Research Fellowship Program is to generate interest in problem gambling research among Masters and PhD students and provide them with opportunities to carry out quality research related to problem gambling.  This will ultimately build an interdisciplinary group of Nova Scotia scholars who will continue to conceptualize and carry out advanced research in the area of problem gambling.  In addition, Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation Fellowship recipients may contribute to strengthening potential collaboration between Nova Scotia researchers and individuals and communities to prevent problem gambling and reduce the negative consequences associated with problem gambling. 
VALUE AND DURATION
For Masters Students:
up to $5,000.00   for a maximum of one year

For PhD Students:
up to $5,000.00   for one year, renewable for a second year             (conditional upon research accomplishments)

These Research Fellowship funds are to be applied directly to costs associated with the proposed research for which the grants were awarded.  These may include the cost of completing the research or cost of living/attending university while completing the research.
Eligible expenses include:

· Fees paid to research subjects; incentives for participation, where ethically acceptable

· Student Research Assistant wages (i.e., monies paid to RA’s for data entry, screening/running research subjects, etc.)

· Out of pocket expenses for field trips, etc.
· Equipment or leased equipment (when more cost effective than purchasing) required for research (includes computers; recording equipment, VLT usage, etc.)

· Meeting expenses when related to research data collection

· Conference presentation of research outcomes (i.e., travel and accommodation costs)
· Tuition costs incurred while completing the research

· Living expenses so that the student is able to complete their research
ELIGIBILITY
· At the time of application, candidates must be registered as a full-time student in a Masters or PhD level program at a Nova Scotia University.  Nova Scotians doing research at a university outside of Nova Scotia may be eligible for research fellowship funds if they can demonstrate that their research directly benefits Nova Scotians.

· Applicant must be under the supervision of at least one researcher (i.e., supervisor) who has a full-time academic appointment at a university. 
· Applicant must have obtained a GPA 3.70 or above in each of the last two completed years of study, or present a letter from their academic supervisor detailing why the applicant's abilities merit support despite a grade average below this standard.  
· Applicant must be able to demonstrate that their research has been through an ethical review or is in the process of being considered.
· Applicant must disclose all sources of funding.

· Applicant’s proposal must contain a description of expected benefits to Nova Scotia.

· Research supervisor has provided a sealed letter of support.
THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL
Problem gambling is characterized as gambling that is creating harm to the gambler and to the lives of those around them.  The development of individual gambling problems is influenced by a complex interaction of political, economic, social, cultural, biological, and psychological determinants.  Accordingly, the proposed research must meet at least one of the following criteria:

 a) 
build upon the body of knowledge in problem gambling associated with factors that directly or indirectly influence or exacerbate the development of problem gambling; 

 b) 
build upon the body of knowledge associated with factors that directly or indirectly contribute to harm and suffering among problem gamblers and others negatively impacted by their gambling;
 c) 
build upon the body of knowledge associated with factors that directly or indirectly could minimize or prevent problem gambling and/or harm from problem gambling; 

 d) 
produce innovative methods to promote awareness and prevent harm to gamblers, which could include subpopulations of gamblers; 
e) 
produce innovative methods to empower individuals and/or communities to address problem gambling in their communities.
NOTE: 

1) Applicants must demonstrate the applicability and relevance of their research findings to Nova Scotia and how the research is unique from other work in the area.

2) The foundation does not fund research with participants conducted outside Nova Scotia.

The foundation strongly encourages applicants to contact the Public Issues & Stakeholder Coordinator if they feel their proposed research does not meet any of the above criteria or with other questions they may have regarding the process.  
SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION
The following documents are required for an application to be considered:

· Completed Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation Gambling Research Fellowship Application form.  
            NOTE: This form includes a two page research proposal and one page budget.
· Copy of the applicant’s current CV.  NOTE: Curriculum vitaes should not exceed two pages.
· Certified copies of current year and the previous year’s graduate transcripts.
· Sealed reference letter from applicant’s faculty supervisor.  One copy is sufficient; NSGF will make additional copies as required.

NOTE:  Referees must seal their letter in an envelope, sign across the sealed flap and return the 
              sealed envelope to the applicant to be sent with the application.
· Applicants must submit three copies of their application by mail or courier to:

Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation

7071 Bayers Road, Suite 319A
PO Box 2392, Halifax CRO
Halifax NS, B3J 3E4

In addition, an electronic copy must be provided via email to:  info@nsgamingfoundation.org.
The application must arrive at the above address no later than 4:30pm Atlantic Time on the submission deadline date.  Certified copy of previous year’s graduate (or undergraduate) transcript should be sent in hard copy directly from the issuing post-secondary institutions, post-marked no later than 4:30pm on the submission deadline.

The Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation will send an email to all applicants to confirm receipt of their applications.

NOTE:  The onus is on the applicant to submit all required documents prior to the application 
              submission deadline.  Incomplete applications will not be considered.

APPLICATION REVIEW
Applications for the fellowship program are evaluated by a review committee comprised of representatives from the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation and by external reviewers using the following criteria and corresponding weights:  
Academic Record (30%)
· scholarships and awards held; 

· 1 letter of reference/post-secondary transcripts.
Nature of the Proposed Research (70%)
· nature and quality of the student research fellowship application as demonstrated by the applicant’s analytical and critical thinking skills, judgment, originality, and understanding of the research proposed;

· contribution to building problem gambling research capacity in Nova Scotia;
· overall fit with the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation’s mandate and objectives; 

· contribution to knowledge in the problem gambling field. 
The following scale is used by external reviewers to rate Student Research Awards:

Range Descriptors 
4.5 – 5.0 outstanding 

4.0 - 4.4 excellent 

3.5 - 3.9 very good 

3.0 - 3.4 good 

2.5 - 2.9 average 

2.0 - 2.4 below average 

1.0 - 1.9 ineligible 

0.0 – 0.9 unable to judge 

The Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation makes final funding decisions based on the review committee’s final ratings, Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation policies, and funding availability.  Only those proposals rated 2.5 or higher will be considered for funding.

DELIVERABLES
Successful applicants are required to present the progress and/or findings of their research to the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation at the end of their fellowship tenure.  

NSGF Recognition

All Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation gambling research fellowship recipients are required to ensure that the Foundation is officially recognized in publications and news stories on Foundation sponsored projects.  Just as the Foundation highlights grant recipient work in press releases, and our Annual Report, among others; we require your support in raising awareness of the work of the Foundation and the many organizations that help us address the harmful effects of problem gambling.

The Foundation logo and the following statement must appear in any printed promotional material, reports, posters or publications produced as a result of Foundation sponsored projects.

The Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation Identifying Statement

The Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation is an arms-length, government, not-for-profit organization that provides funding and support for community and research projects aimed at problem gambling.
The Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation Logo
 

The following logo will be used in all printed publications and/or all televised advertisements produced as a result of the funding provided by the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation.
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SCHEDULE
The schedule for the review process is as follows: 

· Application deadline - October 29, 2010     
· Funding notifications - by end of March, 2011      
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
If you have any questions about the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation Gambling Research Fellowship application or process, please contact the NSGF Office by phone, fax or email:

Ph:   (902) 424-0963 or toll free: 1-866-424-0963
Fax: (902) 424-3601 
Email: info@nsgamingfoundation.org 
Application Form
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Title:   ⁭Mr.      ⁭Ms.     ⁭Mrs.   Other: _______________________________________

Last name: ______________________________ First name: ______________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________

Apt./Unit # ________________City:__________________________________________

Province: _______________________________ Postal Code: _____________________

Daytime telephone: ________________ Email Address: __________________________

Citizenship:      ⁭Canadian citizen       ⁭Permanent resident     ⁭Student Visa

NOTE: Permanent residents and visa students must include a copy of their immigration forms.

PROJECT PROPOSAL
Research title: 

Relevance to the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation (NSGF).  Briefly demonstrate the relevance of the proposed research to the mandate of the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation and how its contribution to the body of knowledge will benefit Nova Scotia and/or could potentially contribute to improving the lives of Nova Scotians. 





 















Does your research involve the use of human subjects?         
⁭Yes          ⁭No

Has your research received approval from the applicable ethics review board?   

⁭Yes          ⁭No

If no, is your project currently being reviewed by an applicable ethics review board?

            ⁭Yes          ⁭No

Please attach a detailed description of your research.  The research may be from any discipline and encompass any form of research (e.g., applied, participatory, quantitative, qualitative, social, experimental, community, etc.).  The proposal must not exceed two (2) typewritten single-spaced pages, in black type, 12-point font, and on letter size (8½ x 11) white paper and must include the following:  Outline of the research program, including goals and deliverables, achievements to date, and expected outcomes.  You must also describe how your research will contribute to increasing capacity and knowledge of problem gambling research in Nova Scotia.  
The applicant must also complete the attached budget page and submit it with their application.

Attachments to send with research proposal
Attachments must include the following:

· Certified copy of your previous year’s graduate (or undergraduate) transcript;   
· Your curriculum vitae (maximum of 2 pages) including the following:
· academic background; 

· work experience; 

· any professional experience (papers, posters, conferences, etc.); 

· awards, prizes, and distinctions (include title, date, amount, awarding institution);
· One letter of academic reference provided in a sealed envelope with the author’s signature across the seal.  This letter must be from the applicant’s supervisor.  Referees should indicate their academic rank, how long they have known the candidate, and in what capacity.  Letters should address why the applicant merits the fellowship, based on the following: 

· background preparation; 

· originality of thought; 

· judgment; 

· written and oral skills; 

· research skills;
· In addition, comments should be provided on the following: 

· merits and limitations of applicant; 

· progress toward the proposed research program; 

· likely contribution to future scholarship
EDUCATION
Post secondary institution: _________________________________________________

Department/Faculty: _____________________________________________________

Program:  ⁭Masters       ⁭PhD       Other: _____________________________________
Faculty supervisor’s name: _________________________________________________

When did you begin your program?           

______       _______






       

Year             Month

When do you expect to complete your program? 
______       _______






       

Year             Month

Are you currently receiving similar research awards/grants from other granting agencies?        

⁭Yes          ⁭ No

Please list all current and past research awards/grants you have received.  Attach additional pages if necessary.

	Name of Award
	Funding Source
	Year Awarded

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


BUDGET
Estimate as accurately as possible the research costs that you are asking the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation to fund.  Specify the subtotal amount required for each category and enter the total amount required.
	

	









                            Amount

	Clerical Costs

	Research Assistant costs (i.e., date entry, transcription cost, etc)  

	

	

	

	









Subtotal:

	Travel Costs

	Meeting expenses (when related to research data collection)

	Out of pocket expenses for field trips

	Conference presentation of research findings

	Other:

	








	

	




	









Subtotal:     

	Equipment Costs

	Computer hardware 

	Computer software 

	VLT usage

	Recording equipment

	Other:

	

	                                                                                                                        Subtotal:

	Tuition or Living Expense

	

	









Subtotal:

	

	









    Total: 

	


ACADEMIC REFEREES
Name your faculty supervisor who will be submitting the academic letter of reference on your behalf.  

Letter of reference should provide an assessment of your research experience and potential and your capacity to carry out your proposed research as part of your graduate studies.

Name: __________________________    Position: _______________________________

Post-secondary institution: __________________________________________________

Daytime telephone: ____________________Email address: _______________________

DECLARATION
I have read and understand the guidelines for the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation Gambling Research Fellowship and declare that:

a. I accept the general conditions governing the fellowship, as set out in the guidelines;

b. All information provided in this application is true and complete;

c. I authorize the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation to use the information collected to assess my suitability to receive a fellowship;

d. I authorize the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation to contact my reference for additional information, if necessary; and

e. If I receive a fellowship, I authorize the Nova Scotia Gaming Foundation to publicly release my name, home town and post-secondary institution.

Signature:
__________________________________________
Printed name:
__________________________________________ 

Date: 

___________________________

                  For more information, please visit


       www.nsgamingfoundation.org
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